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The violent video has since been removed after YouTube 
was inundated with complaints

advertisement

Police seek man behind boys' fight on YouTube
By Nick Allen

Police are investigating a video posted on YouTube, the video sharing website, that showed young children 
being goaded into a fight.

The film shows two bloodied schoolboys, thought to be no older than 12, punching, kicking and 
headbutting each other in a bedroom where toys and teddybears can be seen.

All the time the adult cameraman, who is thought to 
be the father of one of them, laughs and urges them 
to "smack the s*** out of each other".

One of the boys is in tears and can be heard 
screaming as he has his head stamped on while he 
cowers next to a bed.

In another disturbing shot a toddler, no older than 
four, walks close to the brawl before disappearing off 
camera.

The alarming footage is believed to have been shot in 
Crawley, West Sussex and was made into two short 
films called Lethal Fight and Lethal Fight 2, both 
showing the same two boys fighting.

It was uploaded on to the internet last week but has 
since been removed after YouTube was inundated 
with complaints.

One complaint on the site read: "No wonder kids are involved in street violence when they're 
encouraged to do it in their own home."

It is the latest controversy to involve YouTube which has been criticised in the past for broadcasting clips of 
violence and bullying.

The video-sharing website, which was bought by Google for £900 million in 2006, said it always removes
footage of gratuitous violence.

At the outset of the Lethal Fight clips the two boys grapple with each other and the cameraman tells them 
"Come on, you look like you're hugging each other" and urges them to "stop fighting like girls".

One of the boys is heard chanting "Crawley, Crawley Town" after the local football team as he prepares to 
rain blows on his opponent.

After punching the other boy in the face he turns to the camera and says triumphantly: "He's crying".

At one point one of the boys looks to the camera and says: "Kicking is allowed, isn't it?"

In his running commentary the cameraman can be heard saying: "Oooh, headbutt - sick."

He laughs as he congratulates one of the boys by saying "Billy's getting gangster."

The footage was condemned by children's charities.

An NSPCC spokesman said: "Fostering aggression between children is totally unacceptable."

Both Sussex Police and West Sussex County Council's social services department are trying to find the 
cameraman so he can be prosecuted.
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Inspector Mark Piper of Sussex Police said: "We take very seriously any situation where young children are 
subjected to violence."

A West Sussex County Council spokesman said: "The welfare of children is paramount and if they are known 
to us we will take whatever action is appropriate."

YouTube said it would co-operate with the police investigation. A spokesman said: "YouTube is a community 
site used by millions of people in very positive ways. Sadly as with any form of communication, there is a tiny 
minority of people who try to break the rules."

In the past YouTube has been condemned by animal welfare groups for carrying clips of people dropping 
their pets off buildings.

Last year killer Pekka-Eric Auvinen, 18, posted chilling footage of himself on the site before committing a 
massacre at a school in Jokela, Finland.
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