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Title Popular Child-Rearing Books: Where Is Daddy? 

 

Abstract The purpose of this study was to determine the degree to which popular child-rearing books reflect a
new image of fatherhood. It was hypothesized that child-rearing books would be primarily written to 
mothers. The authors also wanted to know how fathers' roles were portrayed in this literature. A 
random sample of 23 child-rearing books was scanned and coded. Of the 56,379 paragraphs in these 
books, 2,363 (4.2%) referenced fathers. Examination of the illustrations in these texts revealed a 3:1 
ratio of women to men. The authors then coded and categorized the data according to thematic content, 
and the domains of fathers' roles with partner, child, and self emerged. Fathers' roles were 
predominately ancillary to mother and often portrayed as voluntary and negotiable. (PsycINFO 
Database Record (c) 2007 APA, all rights reserved)
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